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Care and Information about CDs and DVDs:

   1. Store your CDs/DVDs in a jewel case or protective sleeve to prolong life

   2. Protect your CDs/DVDs from excessive light - store in a drawer or bookshelf to preserve the dye layer where your data is stored

   3. Protect your CDs/DVDs from heat and humidity - store in a cool, dry place

   4. Prevent scratches on either side of the CDs/DVDs

   5. Clean your CDs/DVDs with a soft cloth if dirty

   6. Be careful not to flex your CDs/DVDs when removing them from their storage case

   7. Redundant storage methods (hard drive, CDs, DVDs, back-up hard drive) are the best way to protect your data

CD, DVD and Videotape Facts. Did You Know?

   1. How long will a CD last? The typical silver CD-R has an indeterminate life span

   2. Kodak Offers a longer life CD-R. The KODAK Preservation CD-R has a useful storage life of up to 300 years due to its 24 karat gold reflective layer, highest quality Phtalocyanine dye, and triple protective layers. The KODAK Preservation CD-R has a useful storage life of up to 300 years due to its 24 karat gold reflective layer.

   3. What is the storage capacity of a DVD-R versus a CD-R? A DVD will store approx. 7 times the data you can store on a CD-R

   4. Which DVD should I buy - a DVD-R or a DVD+R? The DVD disc is either "minus R" (-R) or "plus R (+R). Some burners are dual burners capable of burning both (-R) and (+R). Many burners, however, are single format burners and will only write (-R) or (+R). Read your instruction manual to determine if your burner is a (-R) or (+R) burner, then buy the appropriate format (-R) or (+R). All DVD player burners should be capable of playing back all DVDs regardless of the format (-R) or (+R)

   5. How long will my videotape last? Videotapes are iron oxide coated onto a thin substrate. The data or "signal" is put onto the tape by magnetizing the iron oxide.

        Over time, the data on the videotape will begin to degrade because the tightly wound videotape will demagnetize the signal. You will see degradation as "snow" on the screen. Be sure to duplicate your important videotapes to another tape or a DVD every few years to "back-up" your video.

